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children in the poorest inner-city district in
Ohio will have access in the same way at the
same time to the same information as stu-
dents in the wealthiest districts in America
do. It will revolutionize the education of our
children. Will you seize the day tomorrow
to do that for your children? [Applause]

And will you help us open the doors of
college education to every single American
who is willing to go and work for that oppor-
tunity? [Applause] Folks, when I became
President, we improved the college loan pro-
gram to lower its costs and say you could
pay the money back as a percentage of your
income so no young person would ever have
to fear running up a big debt and be bank-
rupted. We just signed the biggest increase
in Pell grants in 20 years. Seventy thousand
young people earned their way to college
through service in the community in the
AmeriCorps program. And they fought us on
AmeriCorps; they fought us on college loans;
they fought us on Head Start. Now, their pro-
gram for the future is, abolish the Depart-
ment of Education.

Audience members. Boo-o-o!
The President. Think of it. Think of it.

We would go into the 21st century as the
only country in the world with no one sitting
at the table of the head of state, no one at
the President’s Cabinet to speak up for the
education of our children. My program is,
let’s make 2 years of education after high
school as universal in 4 years as a high school
diploma is today. Let’s give every Amer-
ican—let every American deduct from their
tax bill, dollar for dollar, the cost of a typical
community college tuition, and we’ll get that
done. Let every American deduct up to
$10,000 a year for the cost of any college
tuition, undergraduate or graduate, no mat-
ter what the age of the student. Will you help
us do that? Will you seize the opportunity
tomorrow to do that? [Applause]

Now, this election is about more than per-
sonalities and more than parties, it is about
the future of America. And you have to de-
cide. You have to decide whether in the end
it will be an election of your hopes or your
fears, whether it will be an election that will
bring us closer together or drive us further
apart. I have done everything I could. The
responsibility now shifts to you, my fellow

Americans. It is your country, your children,
your future.

I thank you for giving me the chance to
serve. I ask you to think tonight—I ask you
to think tonight before you go to bed about
what you want this great country to look like.
We are better off than we were 4 years ago.
When we cross the bridge into the 21st cen-
tury, if we stay on this course, we’ll be better
off still. And we will do it together. Look
at your children; think of your future. Seize
the day to keep your country moving in the
right direction.

Thank you, and God bless you all. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:05 p.m. at the
Convocation Center at Cleveland State University.
In his remarks, he referred to Mayor Michael R.
White of Cleveland; Jane Campbell, Ohio State
Representative; musician Joe Walsh; Dennis
Kucinich, candidate for Ohio’s 10th Congressional
District; and Thomas J. Coyne Jr., candidate for
Ohio’s 19th Congressional District.

Remarks in Lexington, Kentucky
November 4, 1996

The President. Thank you.
Audience members. Four more years!

Four more years! Four more years!
The President. Thank you. Hello, Ken-

tucky! Thank you very much. Thank you.
Mayor Miller, Governor Patton, Senator
Ford, Lieutenant Governor Henry, Mayor
Abramson, Chairman Babbage, and Steve
Beshear——

[At this point, there was a disturbance in the
audience.]

The President. Let me ask you—wait,
wait, folks. If you pay attention to him, you’re
just rewarding him. So why don’t we make
a deal and we’ll ignore him. I have a totally
different attitude about this than a lot of peo-
ple do. I always welcome people from the
opposition to our rallies, because unlike
them, my America includes everybody who’s
willing to work hard. And I’m always glad
to see them.

I’m always even willing to sort of be quiet
and let them talk, but they never want to
stop, because what they really want is to stop
me from talking and you from hearing. And
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if I was running against the record we’ve es-
tablished and the ideas for the future, and
I had to carry that budget I vetoed around
on my back the way they do, maybe I’d be
trying to shout my opponents down, too, but
I hope not. I hope not.

So we’ve had enough smear and smear and
smear, and why don’t we just take a few min-
utes on this beautiful, beautiful fall night in
Kentucky to think about our future. And if
we get interrupted, let’s just keep thinking
about our future.

I want to thank all the young people who
came here tonight, especially, because the
election is more about you than anyone else.
I want to thank all the entertainers who
came: Kevin Cronin, the Central Kentucky
Youth Orchestra, Carol and Vanessa Det,
Black Voices, and the marching bands of
Harrison County, Nicholson County, Mercer
County, and Lafayette County. Thank you
very much. Thank you, Ashley Judd, for com-
ing. Thank you. Now, Coach Pitino, we’re
both defending our titles, and maybe I’ll see
you in the White House again next year.

Let me say on this beautiful day, what is
really at stake here, clearly, beyond any
doubt, is what this country will look like when
we cross that bridge just 4 years from now
into a new century and a new millennium.
And all of you who are students here and
probably everybody who is in this audience
understands that we’re going through a huge
change in how we work and live, how we
relate to each other and the rest of the world.
And the real issue here is whether we’re
going to make a decision to do things to-
gether that will help each other have a
chance to make the most of our own lives,
live up to our God-given capacities, and build
together stronger families and communities
and States and nations or whether we’re bet-
ter off being told that we’re on our own.

Now, all these issues have been debated
to death, I guess, so let me just give you some
personal examples out of my life. A couple
of nights ago I was in Denver, Colorado, and
we had a rally like this—it wasn’t as big; it
was at night and in a little—in an inside
place—but I was going along the row like
this, shaking hands. Here’s what happened
to me in about 5 minutes. In each case, I

want you to listen and see if you identify with
it.

I met a young woman who was a victim
of domestic violence who thanked me for set-
ting up the violence against women section
at the Justice Department and working to
stop violence against women and children
and setting up that hotline.

I met a man who was doing ground-break-
ing research against Parkinson’s disease who
got a research grant because of an initiative
of our administration. And he had fire in his
eyes when he said, ‘‘We are going to cure
this disease; we’re going to whip it; we’re
going to get to the point where we have 100
percent cure rate.’’

And then I met a man who told me that
he and his wife had just adopted a young
child, and because of the family and medical
leave law she was home with the child, get-
ting the child accustomed to being in a new
environment and they were not going to lose
her job and her income because of it, be-
cause of the family and medical leave law.

And then I met three women who were
breast cancer survivors who thanked me for
fighting hard for the research funding in the
budgets of the last 4 years that include more
women and more research. We’ve uncovered
two of the genes that cause breast cancer,
and we may well be able not only to cure
it but prevent it in the next few years.

And then—just walking down the line
now—and then I met a young person who
went back to school on the AmeriCorps pro-
gram after serving in his community and then
got some money to pay his way to college.

And then I met a young woman who was
a police officer in a smaller Colorado town,
thanking me for our police program that
Wendell Ford voted for to put 100,000 more
police on the streets of America because they
were getting 5 more.

And then I met a young man who told
me that he was a dropout and had given up
on his life, but he heard me talking about
the importance of going back to school. He
found out about the changes that we’ve made
in the student loan program and what we
were trying to do, and he said, ‘‘I got one
of those new loans and now I’m going back
to school and I’m going to get a degree in
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microbiology. I didn’t just get in, I got in
in a big way,’’ he said.

Now, that’s just one rope line. Every issue
I talk to you about, every single one, my op-
ponent and the leaders of the other party
opposed us on the initiatives which made
those things possible—every single one. That
is what is at stake here. When I said we ought
to pass a crime bill that puts 100,000 police
on the street, they said, ‘‘It won’t do any
good, and you’ll never do it.’’ Then when they
passed their budget, they must have been
worried about us doing it because they tried
to stop me from doing it. But we’ve only
funded about half those police officers. It’s
a 5-year program; you will decide whether
we finish the job.

Now, here are the facts. The crime rate
has gone down 4 years in a row. We have
a 10-year low in American crime. If we bring
it down for 8 years in a row we might make
our streets, our schools, our neighborhoods
safe for all of America’s children. I believe
we’re right and they’re wrong. But you have
to decide.

You have to decide so many of these issues.
But if you strip them all away, you look at
what is really at stake: What is it that we
should be doing together to help each other
make the most of our own lives? Now, we
have had some time to see whether this ap-
proach works or not. Compared to 4 years
ago, we have 10.7 million more jobs, record
numbers of new small businesses, incomes
are going up again, the lowest rates of unem-
ployment and inflation in 27 years.

I met a woman—we were just in Cleve-
land, Hillary and I were—I met a woman
who was crying and had a picture of her
house because she had been able to buy a
house because we have a 15-year high in
homeownership, which is what happens if
you drive the deficit down 63 percent and
get those interest rates down.

So the country is moving in the right direc-
tion. And the real question before you is,
what do you want it to look like 4 years from
now? This is the last day of my last campaign.
I will never seek office again unless I go
home and run for the school board someday.
[Laughter] This election is about your future.
It’s about what America will look like when
your children are your age. And I tell you,

we are on the verge of the greatest age of
possibility in human history. The young peo-
ple in this audience will have more chances
to live out their dreams than any generation
has ever had. There are many of you in this
audience who before long will be doing jobs
that have not been invented yet. Many of
you will be doing jobs that have not even
been imagined yet.

When I became President, there were 3
million people working in their homes.
Today, there are 12 million. Four years from
now there will be 40 million people. That’s
just one example. Things are changing so fast
that we’re building a supercomputer with
IBM that will do more calculations in a sec-
ond than you can do on your hand-held cal-
culator in 30,000 years. Things are changing.

We have differences on the budget. We
have differences on crime. We have dif-
ferences on the environment. I believe we
can preserve the environment and grow the
economy, and I don’t think we can grow the
economy over the long run unless we do pre-
serve the environment. It’s an honest dif-
ference of opinion.

We have differences on issues like Medi-
care and Medicaid. The Medicaid program
for 30 years has allowed families to maintain
a middle class lifestyle, even if a member of
their family was severely disabled, because
people could work and still get some help
for medical care for their loved ones. It’s en-
abled people to go into nursing homes in
their later years, and it has national standards
of quality care. It’s enabled poor children to
get good care from the moment they’re born.
They wanted to take away that 30-year guar-
antee. I thought it was wrong. You can de-
cide. I think that’s one of the things we ought
to do together.

But the most important issue before you
is your education and the education of those
who will come behind. Because in a world
that is changing as it is, if you really want
all the American people to have a chance to
go into that future together, we’ve got to
guarantee all our children world-class edu-
cation. I want that to be the lasting legacy
of this administration.

And I ask you to think of this. There are
still 40 percent of the 8-year-olds in America
who cannot read a book on their own. But
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I have a plan to mobilize 1 million volunteers
to go out to the parents and the teachers of
this country and help teach those kids to
read. We got 200,000 more work-study slots
out of this last budget for college students;
I want 100,000 of them to go to young people
who say, ‘‘Send me. I will go. I will teach
the children to read.’’ Will you help? Will
you help us do that? [Applause]

You heard Wendell Ford talking about my
dream that within 4 years every classroom
and library and every school in America can
be hooked up to the information super-
highway. Think what it would mean if the
children in the most remote Appalachian
schools and the children in the biggest, poor-
est urban school districts were, together with
the students in the richest, middle class, sub-
urban, urban, rural school districts all over
America—the first time ever, all these kids
got access to the same information in the
same way at the same time. That would revo-
lutionize learning in America. It would ex-
plode the potential of our children. Will you
help us do that? [Applause]

The last thing I want to say is, I am very
proud that we’ve reformed the student loan
program to make it less costly and to let peo-
ple pay their loans back as a percentage of
their incomes so no young person need fear
going broke when you borrow money to go
to college. I’m proud that 70,000 young peo-
ple are in AmeriCorps, I’m proud that we
got the biggest increase in Pell grants in 20
years, but we must do more. I want to open
the doors of college to all Americans, and
if you give me 4 more years, that’s exactly
what I intend to do.

Now, I want to make 2 years of college
after high school as universal as a diploma
in high school is today, and we can do that
simply by saying, you can deduct from your
tax bill, dollar for dollar, the cost of a typical
community college tuition. I want to open
the doors to all 4-year colleges and to grad-
uate school by saying you can deduct from
your tax bill up to $10,000 of tax deduction
for the college tuition at any college and uni-
versity in the United States today. Will you
help us do that? Will you? [Applause]

Folks, let me say, in our politics today
there is too little discussion of these issues
and too much finger-pointing and insulting.

In the end, when you’re like me and you
come to the end of more than 20 years of
endeavor, I have to tell you something. I
want to say this for our friends on the other
side, too. Most of the people I’ve known in
over 20 years of public life in both parties,
people with different—who have disagreed
with me, people who ran against me for of-
fice, most of the people I’ve known loved
our country, worked hard, and were honest
people. We just have honest differences of
opinion.

Today, I still feel that way. But you must
also understand the honest differences of
opinion. And you are now the judges in that
court of public opinion. These differences
are being brought to you. Are we going to
say, ‘‘You’re on your own,’’ or are we going
to build a bridge to the 21st century we can
all walk across? Is our education program
going to be abolishing the Department of
Education or opening the doors of college
to every single American who wants to go?

These are the decisions for you to make.
This is a very great country. Its best days
are still ahead. You can make sure that the
21st century is a time of unparalleled oppor-
tunity for all Americans, and you can do it
only if you decide that we have to work to-
gether without regard to race, region, reli-
gion, or income. We’ve got to work together.
We’ve got to be able to say to one another,
‘‘If you are willing to show up tomorrow and
say you believe in this country and its time-
less values, you’re ready to show up for work
or school and do your part, we don’t need
to know anything else about you. You are part
of our America, and we’re going to build the
greatest country the world has ever seen in
the 21st century.’’ Will you help us do it?

Audience members. Yes!
The President. Will you be there tomor-

row?
Audience members. Yes!
The President. Will you elect Steve

Beshear to the Senate?
Audience members. Yes!
The President. We need you. Thank you,

and God bless you all. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:15 p.m. at the
University of Kentucky. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Mayor Pam Miller of Lexington; Gov.
Paul E. Patton and Lt. Gov. Steve Henry of Ken-
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tucky; Mayor Jerry E. Abramson of Louis-
ville; Bob Babbage, chair, Kentucky Demo-
cratic Party; Steve Beshear, Kentucky senato-
rial candidate; actress Ashley Judd; and Rick
Pitino, men’s basketball coach, University of
Kentucky.

Remarks in Cedar Rapids, Iowa
November 4, 1996

The President. Thank you very much.
Thank you. Thank you. Iowa, are you ready
to build that bridge to the 21st century to-
morrow? [Applause]

Let me begin by thanking those who have
joined us to entertain us tonight and to keep
our spirits high: the Iowa City High School
Marching Band, the All-City Flag and Drum
Corps, the Coe College Concert Band.
Thank you all very much. Thank you.

I want to thank those people who are here,
too numerous to name, who have been so
important to me, to Hillary, to our adminis-
tration and our efforts. I want to commend
to you our candidates for Congress back
here. I’ve gotten to know them. I was to-
gether with them in Indianola not very long
ago. I believe that Leonard Boswell and
Donna Smith and Bob Rush will do a good
job for you, and I hope you will help them
to win tomorrow as well.

You know, I have had two incredibly mem-
orable experiences in Cedar Rapids, and they
reflect a lot of what I have tried to do as
President. Not very long ago I was here to
dedicate the National Czech and Slovak Mu-
seum. And I brought with me, as you remem-
ber, the President of the Czech Republic and
the President of Slovakia. And we had a won-
derful day here—a little cold, but we had
a great day. [Laughter] And we celebrated
this mystery that is America, that we can
meld together people from different ethnic
groups and different religions and different
races and different tribes and different views
and still hold our country together and grow
stronger.

And as we look around the world at the
heartbreak of Bosnia; at the continuing heart-
break in Northern Ireland, where my people
are still fighting over what happened 300 or
600 years ago; at the heartbreak of the Holy
Land in the Middle East, the home of the

world’s three great monotheistic religions; as
we look on our television news now at the
heartbreak of these hundreds of thousands
of refugees driven out of their refugee camps
because people are still fighting tribal wars,
even though no one has enough to get along
on and if they’d work together it would be
so much better—I thought to myself that
cold day in Cedar Rapids, how fortunate we
are that we live under a Constitution and a
system where all of us are created equal, ac-
corded equal status, and given the chance
to live up to our God-given abilities. And I
will always remember Cedar Rapids for that.

The other thing I remember is a rally I
had here in 1992 at the Quaker Oats factory.
I met a remarkable woman in that factory
who had led the work of the people there
in recycling paper and promoting a clean en-
vironment while growing the economy. I met
a child with an unusual physical problem, ab-
normality from birth, who was otherwise a
beautiful child. And it was before I became
President. I looked at that child, and I saw
how much that child’s mother loved him.
And I picked him and held him, and I said
to myself, if I win this race for President,
I will never rest until we have done every-
thing we can in medical research to make
as many people in America whole as possible.
It is a part of our common obligation.

And then I remember seeing a woman,
whom I later got to know quite well—she
may be here tonight—a white woman hold-
ing an African-American baby. And it was in-
teresting because we were being dem-
onstrated against, kind of like you’re being
treated to at the last of this campaign. There
were people holding signs on both sides of
the abortion issue, and they were shouting
at one another. And this woman was just
standing there quietly in the crowd, holding
this child of another race. And I said, ‘‘Where
did you get this baby?’’ And she said, ‘‘This
is my baby. This baby was born HIV positive,
and no one would take this child in Florida,
so I adopted this child. I’m doing the very
best I can.’’ She was already raising another
couple of kids on her own. And she said, ‘‘I
don’t mind those people having that debate
back there, but if we’re really going to be
pro-life and pro-child, I wish they’d all come
along with me and adopt some of these kids.
We need to build a better life.’’
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